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Combatting the Opioid Crisis in Wayne County

Quarterly Snapshot

In July 2018, the Wayne County Health Department was awarded a grant by the North
Carolina Department of Health and Human Services to help tackle the state’s opioid
addiction crisis. The health department was one of only twelve agencies receiving the
grants out of ninety-nine that had applied for the funds. The one-time state grants were
designed to allow partner organizations to implement activities to improve access to
prevention services, harm reduction, connection to care and recovery.

Overdose Referrals Received = 68
Narcan Trainings = 7
Participants Trained on Narcan = 81

With the support from local partners, Wayne County is able to sustain efforts in
addressing one of the most urgent public health threats throughout the
country. Presently, drug overdose is the leading cause of accidental death in the U.S
and drug overdose rates are increasing – among men and women of all ages and
races.

Narcan Kits Dispensed = 24

INTRODUCING MACHELLE BASS, LPC, BC-TMH

In late August, Machelle Bass joined the Health Outreach Prevention and Education (HOPE)
Division of the health department to fill the vacant Overdose Prevention Coordinator
(OPC)/Substance Abuse Counselor vacancy. The Overdose Prevention Program model provides
benefits far beyond just patient/individual engagement. Our goal is to address all aspects of the
person’s life, not just the substance use disorder. As the OPC, Machelle is tasked with leading a
path to recovery by focusing on intervention, prevention/outreach and community resource
building. She also coordinates efforts to address critical needs such as housing, transportation,
education, etc. to enhance the possibility of long-term recovery for those persons that engage in
risky substance use behavior as well as support for families.

Intervention
Once a referral is received, the OPC refers the overdose victim to a Peer Support Specialist who
will support and assist the victim with access to treatment and needed resources.
Currently, the OPC has worked closely with 4 Day Movement’s Peer Support Program as referrals
are received from the Goldsboro Police Department and the Wayne County Sheriff Office.
It is a goal of the OPC to expand our Peer Support Specialist Program in Wayne County by building
relations with more agencies that have a strong, sustainable Peer Support Program, such as One
to One with Youth, Inc. and encouraging other agencies who serve our substance misuse
population to develop a Peer Support Program.

“One of the
hardest things was
learning that I was
worth recovery.”
Demi Lovato

“I would like to thank you again for your help in getting Goldsboro Fire Department onboard
with the Narcan. We completed training on Friday morning and one of our crews responded to a
call and administered 2 doses to a patient on Friday afternoon. The patient was found
unresponsive with shallow respirations, they administered one dose and began bagging the
patient. EMS director arrived and ordered the second dose, the Medic unit had a long response
due to coming from a County Station. The patient was revived and transported by EMS to the
Hospital. If we did not have the Narcan the outcome may have been different.”
Assistant Chief Cobb Goldsboro Fire Department
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Syringe Support Services Snapshot
*Developed Protocol & Documentation
*Potential Fixed Sites: Community In
Crisis, Salvation Army and One to One with
Youth, Inc.
*Potential Mobile Sites: Salvation Army and
ADLA, Inc.

Prevention/Outreach
•

•

The OPC attended 5 events that displayed
Opioid awareness materials to a total of 238
participants.
The OPC worked collaboratively with other
agencies such as Eastpointe and the Mental
Health Association which allowed further
Opioid awareness at 4 more events.
The development of a Syringe Support Program (SSP) is a priority for prevention/outreach and also serves as an intervention opportunity.
An SSP serves as a outreach to those that misuse opioids in order to educate them on substance misuse; to help decrease/eliminate the
spread of HIV, Hepatitis C, or other blood born pathogens within our community; and to provide a gateway to discuss community
resources.
The OPC completed the initial phase of a Syringe Support Program for Wayne County by developing protocol and documentation for the
program as well as identifying potential fixed sites (such as the Community in Crisis Center, The Salvation Army and One to One with
Youth, Inc.) and potential mobile sites (such as The Salvation Army and ADLA, Inc.).

Community Resource Building
The OPC has been involved in ongoing conversations throughout Wayne County to build
resources within the Community and to continue to promote CALM, our coalition, at
every opportunity as well as assist CALM with its Opioid Action Plan. At this time, the
OPC would like to thank all that met and participated during this quarter. The OPC had
meetings with the following (listed in alphabetical order): Bridge to Hope, Carolina
Treatment Center, Community in Crisis, Eastpointe, Impact Carolina, Lifetouch, LLC,
Mental Health Association, NC Harm Reduction, One to One with Youth, Inc., The
Fellowship Hall, The Salvation Army, Wayne County EMS, Wayne UNC Healthcare,
Wilson County Health Department, Wilson Forward, and 4 Day Movement.

While there’s life, there’s
hope”
- Marcus Tullius Cicero

